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NO-FAULT INSURANCE SCHEME — TREASURY GREEN PAPER 
408. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the Treasurer’s comments that the release of a green paper by Treasury for the introduction of a no-fault 
insurance scheme in Western Australia is imminent. 
(1) When will the Treasurer release the green paper for this scheme? 
(2) What will the process be for consultation with stakeholders and the community? 
(3) Will the estimated cost of the scheme be included in the green paper? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. Around Australia there has been a move, led by the 

commonwealth and the states, towards a no-fault insurance scheme. In some states it is comprehensive; 
in others it covers only motor vehicles. Western Australia does not have such a scheme. The National 
Injury Insurance Scheme is in tandem with the National Disability Insurance Scheme. We are about to 
release a green paper on the options and impacts on Western Australia. We will release it shortly. 

Mr M. McGowan: Sorry, you will release it when? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Shortly. 

It will include some costings and options available. Western Australia has the lowest cost comprehensive insurance 
in Australia by a very large margin. Going to a no-fault insurance scheme will increase the cost. There was an 
estimate done by the Productivity Commission some years ago, which the Leader of the Opposition quoted in his 
little opinion piece in the paper, but that figure is significantly dated. It will be substantially more expensive. The 
green paper will outline that. The government will inform the Western Australian public that this is an initiative 
that we will no doubt have to go down the path of; here are the options we plan to put on motor vehicles but here 
are the costs. The idea that there is some kind of magic pudding that this can be funded by, which the Leader of 
the Opposition concocted the other day on a payment from the Bell case, is fiction. During estimates a couple of 
weeks ago, the opposition asked the Insurance Commission of WA when payment would be expected or predicted 
from the Bell payment. The answer was, “At least a couple of years, but maybe 14.” I might add that those court 
cases have been going on for almost 20 years. No lump sum is going to fall to fund this. It will have to be funded 
by motor vehicle owners and it will lead to an increase in costs. 
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